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Plastic shopping bags, or carrier bags or plastic grocery bags, are a common 
type of shopping bag in several countries. Most often these bags are intended 
for a single use to carry items from a store to a home: reuse for storage or 
trash is common. Heavier duty plastic shopping bags are suitable for multiple 
uses as shopping or storage bags. 

History 

Plastic was first introduced by Alexander Parkes in 1862, and the name was coined by Leo H Baekeland in 

1909.[1] Plastic bags are made from a polymer polyethylene, which consists of a long chain of monomers 
called ethylene. Ethylene is derived from natural gas and petroleum, and it wasn’t until 1977 that polyethylene 

was used in forms of plastic grocery bags.[2] The real change in grocery bags didn’t start until 1982, when the 
two of the nation’s largest grocery companies Safeway and Kroger started replacing paper bags with more 

affordable plastic bags.[3] From then on, plastic bags have been our #1 choice of taking our daily groceries 
from the store, to our vehicles, and finally to our homes. 
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Plastic Shopping Bags 



 

Composition 

Plastic shopping bags are usually made of polyethylene. This can be low-density, resin identification code 4, 
or most often high-density, resin identification code 2. 

Although not in use today, plastic shopping bags could be made from Polylactic acid (PLA) a biodegradable 

polymer derived from lactic acid.[4] This is one form of vegetable-based bioplastic. This material biodegrades 
quickly under composting conditions and does not leave toxic residue. However, bioplastic can have its own 
environmental impacts, depending on the way it is produced. Recyclability of this experimental material is 
unproven: resin identification code 7 is applicable. 

Bags made of biodegradable polythene film, which decompose when exposed to sun, air, and moisture, and 
are also suited for composting have been proposed as an alternative to conventional plastic shopping bags. 
However, they do not readily decompose in a sealed landfill and represent a possible contaminant to plastic 
recycling operations. Resin identification code 7 is applicable. [ 

Environmental issues 

Plastic shopping bags have advantages and disadvantages when compared to paper bags. Heavy duty multiple-
use shopping bags (usually made of canvas) are often considered environmentally better than single-use paper 
or plastic shopping bags. Single-use bags can be recycled, or can be reused by individuals as trash bags, 

storage bags, etc. Biodegradable Plastics Shopping Bags[5] are a new addition that is environment friendly, 
can be used for single use utilities and when composted biodegrade into biomass, carbon dioxide (permissible 
emission standards as per EN 13432 and ASTM D 6400) and water. 

 
Advantages 

Compared to paper bags 

� Plastic bags are durable, strong, low cost, and water and chemicals resistant.  

� They can be welded and have lesser energy and heavy chemicals requirements in manufacture.  

� The light weight of plastic bags results in fewer atmosphere emissions compared to paper bags.  

� Many studies comparing plastic versus paper for shopping bags show that plastic bags have less net 
environmental effect than paper bags, requiring less energy to produce, transport and recycle; however 
these studies also note that recycling rates for plastic are significantly lower than for paper.[6]  

� Plastic bags can be incinerated in appropriate facilities for waste-to-energy.  

� Plastic bags are stable and benign in sanitary landfills.[7] 

 

� Plastic carrier bags can be reused as trash bags or bin bags.  

� Plastic bags are complimentary in many locations (but are charged or "taxed" in others).  



Disadvantages 

� Plastic bags are made from ethylene, a byproduct of natural gas. Chemists string together long chains of 
ethylene to form polyethylene. [8] Less than 30% of ethylene is produced from naphtha, a byproduct of 
petroleum. As oil prices rise due to higher demand for gasoline, we are likely to produce more plastic 
bags from natural gas sources of ethylene.  

� Plastic bags are flimsy and often do not stand up as well as paper or cloth for certain tasks.  

� When disposed of improperly, they are unsightly and represent a hazard to wildlife. See environmental 
impacts section below.  

� Plastic bags, conventional or "biodegradable", do not readily biodegrade in a sanitary landfill, though 
neither does paper due to lack of oxygen.  

� Plastic bags (particularly thin dry cleaning bags) can cause unsupervised infants to suffocate.[9] 

 

Environmental impacts 

Used bags should not be littered: this is unsightly, damages wildlife and exposes fisheries to eminent danger.
[10] Aquatic life can be threatened through entanglement, suffocation, and ingestion.[11] One animal dissected 
by Dutch researchers contained 1,603 pieces of plastic. All sea creatures are threatened by floating plastic, 
from whales down to zooplankton. Research proves the "Great Pacific Garbage Patch" in the North Pacific 

Gyre contains six times as much plastic as it does plankton.[12] 

Sea turtles may ingest bags seen floating in the water. The reason that turtles ingest marine debris is not 
known with certainty. It has been suggested that debris, such as plastic bags, look similar to, and are mistaken 

for jellyfish.[13] Birds swoop down and swallow indigestible shards of plastic. The petroleum-based plastics 
take decades to break down, and as long as they float on the ocean's surface, they can appear as feeding 
grounds. "These animals die because the plastic eventually fills their stomachs," Ocean Conservancy vice 

president Warner Chabot said. "It doesn't pass, and they literally starve to death."[14] A study of the seafloor 
using trawl nets in the North-Western Mediterranean around the coasts of Spain, France and Italy in 1993/4 

reported a particularly high mean concentration of debris (1935 items/km2 or 19.35 items/hectare) (Galgani et 
al. 1995). 77% of the debris was plastics and of this, 92.8% were plastic bags.[13] 

Nearly 80% of litter in the ocean comes from land-based sources.[15] Most of the land-based debris is 
conveyed to oceans via urban runoff through storm drains. The main source of plastic bags in the ocean is 

from urban runoff.[16] 

Reducing, reusing and recycling 

Sturdy reusable shopping bags are EPA environmentally superior to single-use plastic shopping bags. A 
sturdy, reusable bag needs only be used 11 times to have a lower environmental impact than using 11 
disposable plastic bags (providing you somehow dispose of your household waste without using bags). Reuse 
and recycling of plastic bags is encouraged, however reduction of use lessens overall environmental impact. 
Paper is accepted in most recycling programs while the recycling rate for plastic bags is very low, research 

from 2000 shows 20 percent of paper bags were recycled, while one percent of plastic bags were recycled.[17] 
Shopping bags can also be reused as trash bags, storage bags, etc. However, bags that are reused as trash bags 
typically still go to landfills. Current research demonstrates that paper in today's landfills does not degrade or 
break down at a substantially faster rate than plastic does. In fact, nothing completely degrades in modern 



landfills due to the lack of water, light, oxygen, and other important elements that are necessary for the 

degradation process to be completed.[17] Responsible solid waste disposal is encouraged. 

According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency, only 1% of plastic bags were recycled in 

2000.[6] When one ton of plastic bags is reused as something else other than plastic bags or recycled, the 
energy equivalent of 11 barrels of oil is saved.[6] 

According to the UK government Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, there are several 

problems with plastic recycling, and in particular plastic bags:[18] 

� the high volume to weight ratio of plastic means that the collection and transport of this waste is 
difficult and expensive  

� there are often high levels of contamination in plastic making the recyclate less usable, especially where 
food products are involved  

� there is a very wide range of plastics in use and segregation is difficult  
� the market for using recycled plastic is underdeveloped  

Plastic shopping bags by country 

Australia 

In Australia shoppers are now encouraged to buy bags called "green bags" which cost about a dollar, but can 
be reused many times. The bags are coloured depending on the company that sells them. Some "green bags" 
are insulated for the carrying of hot or cold items. Locally, the town of Coles Bay, Tasmania banned plastic 

shopping bags in April, 2003. [19] In early 2008, the Australian Federal Government stated it would consider 
action that would result in plastic bags being phased out by the end of 2008. [20] Australians used 4.84 billion 
plastic bags in 2007, at a wholesale cost of $0.0018 each [21] The bags each weigh 35grams and are used to 
wrap many Australian products such as fruits and vegetables. The shopping bags themselves account for 10% 
or less of the plastic Australian shoppers carry home from supermarkets. In South Australia free single use 

plastic bags will banned as of the end of 2008.[22] 

Bangladesh 

Plastic shopping bags are banned in Bangladesh, where they are thought to cause flooding during monsoons 
by clogging drains. 

Bhutan 

Plastic shopping bags have been banned in Bhutan, on the grounds that they make the country less happy.[23] 
See Gross National Happiness. 

However,the ban has not been successful at all and no current initiatives address the issue. See media coverage 
www.kuensel.com for First National Waste Management Conference August 2008. Alternatives to plastic 
bags are not being encouraged, segregation of any waste is not currently undertaken and recycling or waste-
energy facilities are not available within the country. 

China 

Beginning on June 1 2008, for the entire country of China, all supermarkets, department stores and shops will 
be prohibited from giving out free plastic bags. Stores must clearly mark the price of plastic shopping bags and 



are banned from tacking that price onto products. The production, sale and use of ultra-thin plastic bags - those 
less than 0.025 millimeters, or 0.00098 inches, thick - are also banned. The State Council calls for "a return to 

cloth bags and shopping baskets."[24] 

Hong Kong 

Hong Kong enjoys a set of different laws as one of China's Special Administrative Regions. The city has not 
prohibited the use of giving out free plastic bags yet even if the problem is of growing concern. Supermarkets 
play a large role in giving out free plastic bags for their customers. The problem has raised awareness amongst 
the people when a "No Plastic Bag Day" was launched back in 2006, a campaign co-organized by the 
Environmental Protection Department and several green groups such as Green Student Council, Friends of the 
Earth, The Conservancy Association and Green Power. However, as the campaign is voluntary and only takes 
place on the first Tuesday of each month, it did very little to halt the problem. Government statistics show that 
the city currently disposes of 23 million bags a day. For a city of almost 7 million, this means an average of 3 
bags disposed of per person per day. In December 2007, a Product Eco-responsibility bill was introduced. The 
bill proposes charging 50 cents HKD per plastic bag, with phase one being implemented in 2009. It is hoped 
that this bill will not only reduce the plastic bag problem the city faces, but also bring in 100,000,000 HKD per 
year. 

France 

Growing awareness of the ecological impact of plastic bags has led main mass retailers to force customers to 
buy reusable plastic or non-woven bags. This has been adopted by supermarkets such as Carrefour, which has 
managed to improve its image and save itself the purchase of the former plastic bags. Nonfood related retailers 
such as Cloth tend to prefer to switch to paper bags, allowing them to match the ecological demand and 
upgrade their image on two aspects: ecology and quality. In Paris, a ban on plastic bags will take effect in late 
2007; a nationwide ban is scheduled to take effect on 1 January 2010. 

Spain 

In Spain, supermarkets give free plastic bags except some as Día which charge 3 cents per bag. Recently, 
Spanish Government wants to adopt the National Plan of Integrated Waste which has among its objectives in 
2010 to ban plastic bags single-use non-biodegradable. 

Spain is the leading producer of plastic bags for a single use and the third consumer in Europe. Each year 
10,500 million plastic bags are distributed in Spain, with a total weight of 96,000 tons. 62% of plastic bags are 
reused as garbage bags and 10% are recycled through the yellow containers. 

Germany 

Generally, most German supermarkets charge between 5 and 25 cents per single-use bag, depending on the 
type of bag. Most shops also offer cloth bags or sturdier, woven plastic bags for about €1, encouraging 
shoppers to re-use them. Many high-street retail shops will provide bags free of charge. Most people will re-
use single-use shopping bags, i.e., for collecting deposit bottles or using them as bin liners. 

Ireland 

On March 4, 2002 the Republic of Ireland introduced a €0.15 levy on every plastic shopping bag. This led to a 

90% reduction in use of plastic bags and increased use of reusable bags.[25] The money gathered by the levy 



was used to raise money for environmental initiatives. Many retailers in Ireland switched to supplying 
(untaxed) paper bags, or simply stopped supplying bags. Most supermarkets continued to supply plastic bags, 
subject to the tax. The charge was increased to €0.22 on July 1, 2007. Most supermarkets supply reusable 

woven bags, or heavy reusable plastic bags for about €1.00 [26] 

Israel 

The entire country of Israel has enacted legislation to add a surcharge for every plastic bag. Bags that contain 
fish, meat, poultry or fresh produce won't incur any charge. Aside from that, every plastic bag given to a 
customer will incur a charge of 1 NIS which will be shown as a separate item on their receipt. The proposal 

will also subsidize for 6 months the sale of reusable bags, in order to create public awareness of the law.[27] 

#ew Zealand 

In recent years cloth bags have been promoted and sold by some supermarkets as an alternative to plastic bags. 
In August 2006 the Collingwood community in Golden Bay declared itself shopping bag free by a group of 
local residents who promoted the idea. In early 2007 a nationwide campaign was kicked off with the aim of 

introducing a shopping bag levy similar to Ireland's.[28] 

In the town of Wanaka in the South Island the Bag the Habit Campaign has converted almost 50% of shoppers 
to say no to plastic bags. This saves around 1,500 plastic bags from ending up in the landfill every day. 
Wanaka has a permanent population of around 7,000 and visitor numbers of around 600,000. 30% of retail 
stores are now plastic bag free and Wanaka looks set to have the first plastic bag free supermarket in New 
Zealand with the 4 Square supermarket committing to removing plastic bags from their operation within 12 
months. The end goal is for the town to be plastic bag free and over summer campaigners will be targeting the 
masses of visitors that come to enjoy the natural beauty of the town. 

South Africa 

Mohammed Valli Moosa, the Environment and Tourism Minister of South Africa, jokingly named plastic bags 
the "national flower" of that country, and worked to introduce a minimum legal thickness of 30 micrometres to 
increase their cost, reusability, and recyclability. They may not be legally given away to shoppers, and must 
instead be sold; however this rule is not always enforced strictly. The South African government collects a 3 
cents per shopping bag environmental levy. 

Turkey 

The littering of plastic shopping bags has created major environmental problems throughout Turkey. 
Currently, Turkish people use on average 1.2 bags per day each, most of which end up not being disposed of 
properly. The government has launched a feasibility study into the movement towards envirobags; however, 
this is not due until late 2008. However, Turkey has made the most success over the past time. 

United Kingdom 

In the United Kingdom, plastic shopping bags are commonly known as carrier bags. 

Growing awareness in the United Kingdom of the problems caused by indiscriminate use of plastic bags is 
encouraging some large retailers to reward customers who bring their own bags or who reuse or recycle 
existing bags. This has been adopted by Tesco, who call it the 'Green Bag Scheme'. This scheme gives the 
customer a "Green Clubcard Point" (see Tesco Clubcard), which has the monetary value of between 1p and 



4p, for every bag they reuse (or indeed if they use any bag that isn't taken from the Tesco bag holders, such as 

a backpack they own).[29] Also as of Wednesday 1st October 2008 Sainsbury's Supermarkets removed all of 
their free plastic bags from the checkouts to encourage customers to reuse their own bags as part of their 
"Bring and old bag shopping" campaign. Sainsburys offers bags for life at 10p or other stronger / larger bags 
ranging from 50p - £1. 

Retailers in Modbury have voluntarily eliminated usage of plastic bags, the first town in the country to do so. 
More towns are following suit, with campaigns in Lyme Regis in Dorset, Hebden Bridge, Exeter and 
Brighton. The Saffron Walden branch of Waitrose has eliminated free carriers completely, only supplying 
bags for life, with other branches within the chain trialling individual "green tills" where no free bags are 
supplied. No frills supermarket chains Aldi, Lidl and prior to its closure in July 2007, Kwik Save, charged 3 
pence (5p in Kwik Save) for customers to use their plastic bags, to encourage people to take less and cut costs. 

A campaign called morsbags.com has started in the UK and is spreading around the world. It involves making 
shopping bags out of recycled, unwanted material and handing them out for free. It is known as 'sociable 
guerrilla bagging' and it's free for anyone around the world to join up and join in - 'make a bag, make a 
difference'. 

Having previously charged 5p for its single use bags, in 2007 IKEA became the country's first national retailer 
to abandon single use plastic bags altogether, instead offering their own range of bags for life which now come 

in 2 sizes: the blue bag (30p) and a brand new "baby blue" bag (15p).[30] 

On 24 July 2007 Green-England.co.uk commenced a petition for a 10p tax to be introduced on disposable 
plastic bags, with the money raised to be spent specifically on environmental projects. The petition was 
specifically endorsed by the Green Party and more than 10,000 signatures were obtained within the first two 
months. Letters about the petition were sent to Secretary of State for Environment Food and Rural Affairs 
Hilary Benn, Chancellor Alistair Darling and Prime Minister Gordon Brown. At the Liberal Democrats 

conference in September 2007 the Lib Dem party activists called for a tax on plastic bags in similar terms.[31] 

Following an online survey the London Councils announced on 13 November 2007 that the 10th London 
Local Authorities Bill would include a provision to ban the distribution of free throw-away shopping bags in 

the capital.[32] The London Local Authorities (Shopping Bag) Bill was deposited in Parliament on 27 
November 2007. If the Bill is passed by Parliament, it is expected to become law by mid-2009. 

On 12 January 2008 Girton, Cambridgeshire became the first village in the East of England to declare itself a 
"Plastic Bag Free Community". The scheme comes from Sustainable Girton, an environmental group made up 

of local residents. [33]. 

On 28 February 2008 Marks and Spencers announced that with effect from 6th May 2008 it will begin 
charging customers 5p per bag in order to bring awareness to ecological living. All the money raised will be 

donated to environmental, charitable purposes.[34] 

In his Budget speech of 12th March 2008 the Chancellor announced that in the absence of "sufficient 
progress" on a voluntary basis by retailers by the end of 2008 the Government will impose a charge on single 

use carrier bags in 2009. [35] 

United States 

Plastic bags have largely displaced paper bags as the most common type of shopping bag during the late 1980s 
and early 1990s. There has been no broad government action against the litter problem; proper household 
waste management (reuse when possible and not littering) is considered a personal responsibility or a locally 



enforced misdemeanor. Some local governments have enacted ordinances, and many stores allow customers to 
return the bags for recycling. Empty bags carried on the wind are popularly known as "urban tumbleweed." 

On March 27, 2007, the City and County of San Francisco became the first city to ban common plastic 
shopping bags, followed shortly thereafter by nearby Oakland. Since July 1, 2007, all large supermarkets in 

the state of California will be required, by law, to take back and recycle plastic shopping bags.[36] 

Portland, Oregon is next to ban plastic bags according to Thanh Tan of news Channel KATU. See the news 
video. 

Plastic shopping bags are banned in at least 30 villages and towns in Alaska, including the towns of 

Emmonak, Galena, and Kotlik.[37] 

Seattle, Washington recently proposed a 20 cent "green fee" on plastic bags, which would go into effect on 

January 1, 2009. [38] The fee was proposed by Mayor Greg Nickels and approved by city council July 28, 
2008. Just days after its passage, opponents to the fee mobilized a petition to remove it;[39] a referendum has 
been placed on the November 2008 ballot to block its implementation.[40] 

Los Angeles, California has also placed a ban on plastic bag starting in 2010. 

IKEA, the home furnishings retailer, imposes its own charge for plastic shopping bags in the US — charging 

$0.05 to any customer who wants a plastic sack.[41] A similar charge has been in place since spring 2006 at 
IKEA stores in the UK, and the company says it has reduced use of bags in UK stores by 95 percent. IKEA 
hopes the 5-cent fee in the U.S. cuts bag use in half, from 70 million bags a year to 35 million. 

Zanzibar 

The island of Zanzibar banned the import and use of plastic shopping bags in November 2006. People who 
litter used bags are responsible for a significant problem, and government officials enacted the ban to protect 

tourism, an economic mainstay for the island.[42]. 
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Talk:Plastic shopping bag 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

�eutrality 

Firstly, much of this content seems to be the same as that on plastic bag. As I mentioned on Talk:Plastic 

bag: 

This article sounds very biased to me in favour of one particular type of biodegradable plastic. I'm sure 

they are very good, but I believe there are several disadvantages to this type of plastic which are not 

mentioned in the article. I don't have enough knowledge of the subject to fix this myself though. Tjwood 

10:13, 28 January 2006 (UTC) 

Is there any point? By the time the bag is anyplace needing to bio-degrade, it's usually 
accompanined by 99% more stuff that's not biodegradable either, and is in a place so toxic that 
nothing's going to be able to enjoy the area for centuries anyhow (eg: landfills). —Preceding unsigned 
comment added by 203.206.137.129 (talk) 14:45, 20 March 2008 (UTC)  

If you think there are disadvantages then be specific - vague generalisations wont do. I cant see anything 

wrong with the article and I dont see why the same points should not be made under the "plastic bags" 

heading. People will not read the whole encyclopaedia. MShaw 29 Jan 2006 

The article is dominated by the oxo-biodegradable plastic topic, and seems like an advertisement more 

than anything else. I'd like to see what disadvantages there are to a product like this. 

I have removed the NPOV tag from this article, as any editor has had ample time to work out problems 

there may have with the article. Besides, it seems to have improved with time and looks reasonably 

NPOV. Any editors who disagree should by all means edit, or even replace the tag, but not if it's just 

there to call everything below into question. Envirocorrector 15:21, 1 August 2007 (UTC) 

San Francisco 

Please note: San Francisco has banned plastic bags. This should be noted under the US section. Thanks! 
—The preceding unsigned comment was added by 168.99.6.61 (talk) 15:48, 28 March 2007 (UTC). 

WikiProject Echo has identified Plastic shopping bag as a foreign 
language featured article. You may be able to improve this article with 
information from the Portuguese language Wikipedia.
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Balanced 

April 17, 2007 This should be a factual article about the subject. Efforts should be made to give balanced 

points of view. This is no place for a policial blog. RLSheehan 

I agree. I believe this article is particularly weak in outlining what the problem with plastic 
shopping bags is, and why solutions are being sought.--Jrsnbarn 01:26, 18 April 2007 (UTC)  

April 22, 07 The "disadvantage" section had been rambling and weak. I reworded it to provide the key 

points which readers should know about. It reads much cleaner now and still provides the same key 

points. RLSheehan 

I appreciate your efforts, but it's important in an encylcopedia to source your material. I have left 
your 'key points' in, but would appreciate your finding references. If you can find a better source 
than I have, please add to or even replace mine. However, let it stand until you do.--Jrsnbarn 
14:58, 1 May 2007 (UTC)  
Several good refernce books are listed: read them to understand more about plastics, waste 
management, and recycling. Rlsheehan May 2,07 

The "disadvantage" section is pivitol to this article, whether you are a proponent of plastic 
bags or not. We need to find specific references so that these disadvantages are verifiable. 
Asking the reader to read the books listed is more than should be required to check the 
accuracy of the article. Therefore, if these disadvantages are indeed true, then you should be 
able to cite the page number and book from where you found them. If you can't, then I think 
you're making them up. --Jrsnbarn 12:37, 3 May 2007 (UTC)  
No. Reference books are usually better sources than a newspaper article or a politial web 
page. There are also several linked Wikipedia articles for readers to get more detail (that's 
why they are there). An encylopedia can, and should, have valid summary points to help the 
reader. Rlsheehan  

This article is moving much farther away from any type of balance (which is a WK requirement). Rather 

than getting into an editing war, I suggest that pet peeves and political agendas be limited to the 

discussion pages and not placed in the article. Rlsheehan July 20, 2007 

I disagree. Nobody thinks the advantages section should be reworded to say "some people think 
plastic bags are made of plastic." It's because that is factual, cited information. The disadvantages 
section has the same right to being clearly written, without useless hedging. Why? Because it is 
also factual, cited information. The only real problem with this article is that the reduction section 
needs to be split out into the countries immediately below. Envirocorrector 18:07, 20 July 2007 
(UTC)  

I just moved all the info in the "reduction" section down into the individual countries. 
Several of those are now tagged for citation, so I hope the original editors have sources. I 
also reworded a little and think the question of paper vs. plastic is more neutral (which is a 
point that should always be clear - nobody really knows or agrees on paper/plastic because 
it depends on whether you care about biodegradability, recycling rates, atmospheric 
pollution, or just plain usability). Envirocorrector 09:57, 22 July 2007 (UTC)  

Most studies of paper vs plastic I have seen favor plastic based on source reduction 
and energy usage. Many people use a waste hierarchy to help prioritize sometimes 
conflicting facts. When given a personal choice, however, I usually pick paper bags 
because I reuse them more than plastic. Rlsheehan July 23, 2007  



References 

Neither reference nor link should be made to commercial sites for bags of any construction. Pkgx 4 May 

2007 

A review of citations and external liks showed several which are commercial, are not active, or are 
not valid sources. These have been eliminated. Pkgx 29 May 2007  

While I see the point of avoiding commercial content, it's a pity that the very clear information at LINK 

REMOVED ...among other things, there are catalogue pics of the product, which would be great in the 

article, but I guess don't make the criteria Feroshki (talk) 07:09, 10 March 2008 (UTC) 

 

No spamming in talk either please --Shakehandsman (talk) 00:49, 12 March 2008 (UTC) 

photodegradation 

I just deleted the second half of 

"Some people are encouraging bags made of biodegradable polythene film as these will decompose 

when exposed to sun, air, and moisture, and are also suited for composting. However, they do not readily 

decompose in a sealed landfill and are considered a possible contaminant to plastic recycling operations . 

Some materials are designed for photodegradation and degrade with the direct sunlight. These are also 

considered a possible contaminant to plastic recycling operations." 

It looks like a repetition to me, but I wanted to put it out there on the talk page in case I'm missing 

something that differentiates the photodegradable bags from the biodegradable one. Envirocorrector 

10:12, 22 July 2007 (UTC) 

bad 

-"Plastic shopping bags are most often made of polyethylene, (low-density or high-density). 

Although not in use today, plastic shopping bags could be made from Polylactic acid (PLA) a 

biodegradable polymer derived from lactic acid.[1] This is one form of vegetable-based bioplastic. This 

material biodegrades quickly under composting conditions and does not leave toxic residue. However, 

bioplastic can have its own environmental impacts, depending on the way it is produced. 

Bags made of biodegradable polythene film, which decompose when exposed to sun, air, and moisture, 

and are also suited for composting have been proposed as an alternative to conventional plastic shopping 

bags. However, they do not readily decompose in a sealed landfill and represent a possible contaminant 

to plastic recycling operations."- 

Why does is this here as the first paragraph? What environmental impacts, what is it talking about? Are 

plastic bags meant to be a problem for the environment, and if so how are they a problem? It seems 

strange to jump right into this, surely someone that feels the need to research plastic bags may not be 

aware of any environmental impact. It totally lacks flow and pacing. It should start off with a section on 

what are plastic bags, they are bags to carry or store things in that are made of plastic and are commonly 



used for XXXX and are found in a wide variety of places such as XXX, XXX, and XXXX. 

The plastics revolution saw the creation of the first mass produced plastic bag in ZZZ for the purposes of 

XXXX, but it wasn't until XXXX that plastic bags really spread into wide usage. 

What are plastic bags made out of and why do we use plastic? Thin carrier bags are made out of 

XXXXX because they are light, easy to compact and cheap to make. Thicker plastics like those made for 

hospital equiptment are made of XXXX because the plastic is relatively cheap to make and it keeps stuff 

sterile and resistant to accidental piercing and contamination. Often XXXXX plastic bags are use in 

XXXXX and made of XXXXX, because they are more durable and a company logo can be printed on 

them. 

Well you get the idea, not in that format, but cover those things rather than leave people hanging on 

WHAT plastic bags are, what kind of plastic bags are out there, what are they used for and what are they 

made of. 

During the end of the 20th century people became more aware that certain plastics were bad and are 

almost impossible to recycle at most recycling plants where they only accept plastic for recycling that 

will hold its shape, as they take XXXXX amount of years to degrade and release XXXX toxins plus 

causing damage to wild life as well as looking unnapealing as litter. 

In year XXXX the first biodegradable plastic bags were mass produced, and only take XXXX months to 

biodgrade at a garbage dump. Vegetable bases are planned to be used on plastic bags, or plastic that can 

be recycled easier, or maybe they are being phased out where possible in Europe but America uses them 

just as often still. Alternatives for plastic bags are paper carrier bags, resealable and steralized hard 

plastic/steel. 

Anyway, this is the sort of structure and information this page needs. This information is dead easy to 

get on state websites for almost all english speaking countries and we can also get decent information on 

environmentally conscious countries like China. It looks like it was just randomly put together over time 

the way it looks now JayKeaton 11:22, 7 September 2007 (UTC) 

Plastic: Serial Killer 

A radio program in Australia, Background Briefing, broadcast a program in 2003 entitled "Plastic: A 

Serial Killer". There may be information in this program (transcript available online) that can inform the 

disadvantages/advantages sections of the article. —Preceding unsigned comment added by 121.45.34.178 (talk) 
02:57, 23 April 2008 (UTC) 

False claims 100,000 dead mammals etc 

There is a common myth that 100,000 mammals are killed each year by bags in the North Atlantic. This 

is due to an incorrect inter[retation of a study and is completely false so I removed it fromt eh article. see 

the following link for more info: http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article3508263.ece

Perhaps someone can find accurate information to replace it. —Preceding unsigned comment added by 
Shakehandsman (talk • contribs) 22:12, 8 March 2008 (UTC) 
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